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TOP: Hopkins Seaside Laboratory, Stanford’s summer facility at Lover’s Point from 1892-1916.
ABOVE: The laboratory was relocated to this building on China Point in 1917. The name was
changed to Hopkins Marine Station, and it became a year-round facility. When a second labora-
tory was constructed, this building was named the Agassiz building in 1929 to honor Alexander

Agassiz, America’s leading oceanographer. The building is still in use today.



Hopkins Marine Station Library, Old and New

ALAN BALDRIDGE & JOSEPH G. WIBLE

The contrast with the Stanford campus is remarkable. Through the open win-
dow drifts the sound of barking sea lions, or the persistent “tap tap” of a tool-
using sea otter forcing open a tasty mollusc on a rock anvil. A flight of brown
pelicans alternately flaps and glides its way to an islet roost along the shore. Such
sights and sounds are elements in the distinctive ambience of Stanford-by-the-
Sea, or Hopkins Marine Station. This is home to a somewhat unusual Stanford
library where, in addition to the customary sign forbidding the consumption of
food and drink on the premises, a notice forbids entry if wearing a wetsuit.

THE STORY OF HOPKINS

Hopkins Seaside Laboratory opened its doors to students in 1892 on what is now
Lover’s (originally Lovers of Jesus) Point in Pacific Grove, California. The name
derived from Timothy Hopkins, the adopted son of Mrs. Mark Hopkins. Mark
Hopkins was one of the “big four” railroad barons, and Timothy took over many
of the family’s financial affairs after Mark’s death. As a young man visiting
Naples, Timothy Hopkins had admired the Stazione Zoologica, a research insti-
tution founded by the German biologist Anton Dohrn and generally acknowl-
edged to be the first marine laboratory. As a Stanford trustee he urged the fledg-
ling university to build a similar facility. Hopkins gave money to construct the
original buildings along with funds for equipment and library books. He main-
tained his interest in the Station and contributed financially to its support
throughout his life.

The Pacific Grove shoreline site was selected for the marine laboratory after
two young Stanford professors, physiologist Oliver P. Jenkins and ichthyologist
Charles H. Gilbert, combed the central California coast and found that Mon-
terey Bay offered the greatest variety of marine and shore life in the region. Land
was procured near the end of the Monterey Peninsula, and Hopkins—today the
second oldest surviving marine station in the country!—became the first such
laboratory on the Pacific coast of North America.

In 1917, with the financial assistance of Timothy Hopkins, the facility changed
its name to Hopkins Marine Station and moved to the larger, more biologically
diverse site on China (now Cabrillo) Point about a mile eastward. With the move
Hopkins also changed from primarily a summer facility to a campus with year-
round research and summer teaching and its own resident director, the first of
whom was Professor Walter K. Fisher.

The Station is part of the Department of Biological Sciences. Traditionally,
course offerings were concentrated in the summer, and therefore some faculty
would also teach at Stanford’s main campus, ninety miles away by car. In the
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early 1960s, through an innovative course developed by Professor Donald P.
Abbott, students came down from main campus during spring quarter and con-
ducted independent research projects. These were then written up as formal sci-
entific papers and presented in a symposium, a tradition that continues to this
day. In the last decade the teaching program has expanded to include winter
quarter classes with an emphasis on laboratory based courses that have all but
disappeared from the main campus curriculum. In 2003 Hopkins started the
Stanford@SEA program. Participating students are in residence for half a quarter
taking classes in oceanography, navigation, and maritime history. For the
remainder of the quarter, while completing their independent research projects,
they sail a 134-foot brigantine ship between Hawaii and the Palmyra Atoll.

Hopkins has some of the characteristics of the university’s overseas campuses
in that both students and faculty tend to focus on independent research and are
an integral part of the local community. As at an overseas campus, advanced plan-
ning is required for undergraduates who will be away from main campus for one
or more quarters. To ease the transition from main campus to Pacific Grove, for
instance, Stanford in 2000 purchased property a short walk from the Station for
student housing. A Victorian home already subdivided into four apartments, a
two-bedroom house, a one-bedroom house, and a studio apartment make up the
complex. Now students don’t have to find a place to live in the expensive resort
area that was once a modest industrial community of fish canneries. While the
Station maintains a resident population of about seventy-five graduate students,
postdocs, faculty, and staff, the influx of up to fifty undergraduate and graduate
students taking classes during the winter, spring, and summer quarters can swell
the population to well over a hundred.

The diverse course offerings and the award-winning faculty bring these stu-
dents to Hopkins. Current faculty research interests range from cell biology,
embryology, biochemistry, and neurobiology to biomechanics, ecology, popu-
lation biology, climate change, environmental science, and conservation.
Through the years Hopkins faculty members have received Stanford awards such
as the Dinkelspiel (twice), Gores (once), Cox (once) and Dean’s Teaching Award
(three times). They have been recognized regionally as recipients of the Ed Rick-
etts Award (three times) and on the national level have received two Naturalists
of the Year awards from the Western Society of Naturalists and one Presidential
Medal of Science. More than half the faculty at Hopkins hold endowed chairs.

Another attraction is the Hopkins Marine Life Refuge. This ecological reserve
offers protection to the inter-tidal areas and sub-tidal kelp forests flanking the
Station to a depth of sixty feet. It was established by the State Legislature in 1931,
then enlarged and given further protection in 1985. Just last year the state
changed its name to the Hopkins State Marine Reserve and is currently consid-
ering expanding its size a second time. This reserve—a marine counterpart to
the Jasper Ridge Ecological Preserve at Stanford—draws investigators from many
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The Harold A. Miller Library overlooks a beach where resident harbor seals give birth to pups
every spring.

surrounding institutions: UC Santa Cruz, UC Santa Barbara, and Moss Landing
Marine Laboratories.

GROWTH OF THE LIBRARY

There was no room for a library in the original twenty-five-by-sixty-foot wood-
en laboratory building. From 1893 to 1916 the Stanford University libraries lent
whatever materials were needed for the summer sessions. Following the move
to Cabrillo Point, space was found for a reference collection in the Alexander
Agassiz Laboratory.

The decision in 1917 to operate Hopkins year-round established the need to
support library acquisitions, especially given the Marine Station’s isolation from
the parent campus and the lack of neighboring institutions or libraries. In the
1930s the expanding library moved to the Jacques Loeb Laboratory where, for
forty-odd years, it occupied a well-lit suite with bay views.

With the arrival of Professor Colin Pittendrigh as Station director in 1976 and
a mandate to expand the research program, the library was relocated to the fresh-
ly renovated Monterey Boatworks, a local landmark structure on the Station site.
Here the C.B. van Niel Library of Biological Sciences functioned for a dozen years,
despite increased crowding, inadequate lighting, and the noise of foot traffic,
telephones, and typewriters.

Hopkins Marine Station Library, Old and New 7
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Endowments from Timothy Hopkins and E.S. Pillsbury have paid for library
materials over the years. Interest in endowed book funds gained momentum in
1986 with the creation of the Donald P. Abbott Memorial Fund for purchases in
invertebrate zoology. Abbott, who died in 1986, was an outstanding teacher and
a research zoologist at Hopkins from 1950 until 1982. Since then four addition-
al book funds have been established as well.

Supervision of the library changed with the growth of the facility. In the ear-
liest years the Station secretary kept track of library matters. During the 1940s
and 1950s Stanford’s biology librarian, the remarkable Frederick Falconer, was in
charge, making monthly visits to Pacific Grove and assigning a graduate student
to carry out the daily routines of reshelving materials, serial check-in, and inter-
library loan.

Following the expansion of the Station in the early 1960s (which also saw the
construction of the Blinks Laboratory with National Science Foundation fund-
ing and the start of an enlarged oceanographic program using the 130-foot
schooner Te Vega), the need to strengthen library services became obvious. With
the encouragement of Station Director John Phillips and Stanford Director of
Libraries Rutherford Rogers, the Station appointed Alan Baldridge as its first resi-
dent professional librarian in 1966. Alan served as librarian until 1974 when he
was lured away to serve as director of the library at University of Miami’s Rosen-
steil School of Marine and Atmospheric Science. At the time, Hopkins was going
through a period of self-evaluation and a series of acting directors. Stanford even
considered getting rid of the Station. But after Professor Pittendrigh became direc-
tor of the Station, he asked Alan to come back. With Stanford’s renewed interest
and support for Hopkins, Alan returned in 1979 to run the library and also serve
as assistant to the director. Alan retired in 1993, and Joe Wible, then head of Fal-
coner Biology Library, accepted reassignment to Hopkins to succeed Alan in his
dual position.

When Alan arrived at Hopkins the library became more closely integrated
with the network of Stanford science libraries. The monograph collection was re-
cataloged from Dewey to Library of Congress in 1967, and Hopkins serial hold-
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ings were added to the Stanford Union List of Serials (SULS). Today all of the
Hopkins library holdings are included in Socrates, Stanford’s online catalog, and
high-speed internet connections link the library and the rest of the Station to
main campus.

THE CURRENT LIBRARY

Nearly one hundred years after Hopkins opened its laboratory on Lover’s Point,
and seventy years after claiming its own space in the Alexander Agassiz Labora-
tory at Cabrillo Point, Hopkins Marine Station Library outgrew its quarters in
the Monterey Boatworks building. The size and significance of its holdings as
well as the sophistication of its equipment required more space.

Construction of a new building began in the spring of 1988. Utilizing a com-
manding site on the Pacific Grove shoreline, Architects Esherick, Homsey, Dodge
& Davis of San Francisco, who also did the adjacent Monterey Bay Aquarium,
designed a single-story structure covering 9,000 square feet, more than three
times the floor space of the Boatworks location. The library is named for the late
Harold A. Miller, Stanford alumnus, businessman, and philanthropist whose
estate was the major donor. Thanks to the generous support of the Miller family
and many other donors, the library was dedicated on May 16, 1989. Five months
later it survived its first test when not a single book fell off the shelves during the
Loma Prieta earthquake. Libraries on Stanford’s main campus were not so lucky.

The new library was a great improvement over the congested, ill-lit home in
the Monterey Boatworks where, because the back door led to the dive locker, the
sign prohibiting wetsuits had real and practical import. A comfortable reading
room with large open tables provides the building’s centerpiece, with fixed,
open-stack shelving in areas beyond. Approximately thirty students can be
accommodated at one time between the reading room and the study carrels
arranged around the perimeter of the stacks, all with window views. A partially
finished wing was included for future expansion, and in 2000 compact shelv-
ing was installed to accommodate the growing collection. A climate-controlled
Alan Baldridge Special Collections Room protects rare and fragile items and
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allows, for the first time, the display of some of these treasures. The library was
built with conduit in place so that wiring the building for internet access in 1993
was accomplished without ruining the esthetics of what has become the show-
case of Hopkins Marine Station.

THE LIBRARY’S ROLE

The Hopkins Library contains Stanford’s major holdings in marine biology. Nev-
ertheless, the emphasis on experimental biology utilizing marine organisms in
the laboratory—in order to pursue research in, for example, physiology, neuro-
biology, embryology, orimmunology—has caused Hopkins to depend in consid-
erable measure on the monograph and serial holdings of the Falconer Biology
and Lane Medical libraries at Stanford. Occasionally the resources of the Branner
Earth Sciences Library and of the Swain Library of Chemistry & Chemical Engi-
neering are used as well. Hopkins, of course, lends materials to all of these
libraries in return. Serial duplication with the biology library in particular, while
heavy, was judged essential in view of the geographic separation. In more recent
years the availability of journals online has created a dramatic drop in the num-
ber of duplicate subscriptions.

Digital resources have had a further benefit. In 1999 Hopkins faculty and stu-
dents made 1,786 requests for journal articles they were unable to find in the Sta-
tion’s collection. Last year, despite both the arrival of new faculty—with a result-
ant expansion of research interests—and the cancellation of dozens of print
journal subscriptions, the number of requests for journal articles not available
online or in the library’s print collection dropped to less than 300. In addition
the library contracted with a commercial courier service for overnight delivery
of materials that need to be moved between main campus and Hopkins.

The richness of the Hopkins Library holdings has always been important to
the success of undergraduate research. The noteworthy spring quarter course,
“Problems in Marine Biology,” started by Professors Abbott, Blinks, and Phillips
in 1963, has provided a field and laboratory research environment especially pro-
ductive in the publication of undergraduate research results. The course evolved
over the years and is now offered in the form of two courses: “Problems in Marine
Ecology & Ecophysiology” and “Experimental Neurobiology.” The formal papers
resulting from this intense quarter of independent research are archived by the
library, and the citations and abstracts are made available on the web2. The qual-
ity of these papers can be extremely high; many of the research projects started
in the class are eventually published in refereed scientific journals3. The pres-
ence of strong on-site library resources contributes to this achievement.

In addition to its primary purpose of serving the needs of the Hopkins and
Stanford faculty and students, the Hopkins Library is important to other commu-
nities of users. It has informal arrangements with the libraries of both the Moss
Landing Marine Laboratories (California State University) and the U.S. Naval
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RUTH M. GILBERT

The entrance to the Harold A. Miller Library was recently
landscaped with native plants using funds donated in
memory of Arthur J. Olsen. The open beam construction
gives a spacious feel to the library stacks and the library’s
reading room presents a commanding view of the coast.

Postgraduate School in Monterey for reciprocal access as well as collection devel-
opment, including serial acquisition and retention and monographic purchas-
es.4 Our good neighbor the Monterey Bay Aquarium, especially those colleagues
in the research and curatorial (that is, husbandry) departments, makes regular
use of the Hopkins library. During the Aquarium’s eight-year development stage,
its exhibit designers and associated graphic artists used the library extensively.
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Librarian Alan Baldridge talks with former Imprint editor Margaret (Marnie) Furbush in
March 1988 at the entrance to the Jacques Loeb Laboratory, which housed the Marine Station’s
library for more than forty years. The library was relocated to the Monterey Boatworks in 1976.
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